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Today’s Webinar 

• NERCRD: Brief background 

• Programs and Activities Highlights 
– Economic Development, Entrepreneurship 

– Local and Regional Food Systems 

– Balanced Use of Natural Resources 

– Community Capacity Building 

– Network Science as a Foundation 

• Technical Advisory Committee (new) and BOD 

• Website Overview 

• Upcoming Webinars, Conference  



Brief Background about the Northeast 
Regional Center for Rural Development 

• We work with land grant and other key partners across 
the region and nationally to pursue cutting-edge 
research, develop educational resources and provide 
training designed to help residents of the Northeast to 
work together, within communities and regions, to 
identify, pursue, and achieve their goals.  

• One of four regional centers 

 

 

 

 

• http://nercrd.psu.edu 

 

http://nercrd.psu.edu/


1. Economic Development, 
Entrepreneurship 

• Targeted Regional Economic Development 

– 7 Stronger Economies Together (SET) pilot sites (PA, 
WV); funded by USDA Rural Development 

• Entrepreneurship 

– Community, Individual Factors; local ownership 

• Wal-Mart: Impacts on communities 

• Grant applications (AFRI) 

• What Works in Entrepreneurship II conference 



TRED 



2. Local & Regional Food Systems 

• Local and Regional Foods Conference (2009) 

• Changing landscape of food infrastructure 

• Obesity research 

• NESARE Community Grants Program 

• Webinar series 

• AFRI Grant Application 





3. Balanced Use of Natural 
Resources 

• Marcellus Shale Natural Gas Development 

• Land use and environmental policy (book) 

• ARC Water Quality-as-an-asset grant (w/ WVU) 

• USDA Coop agreement on food system energy flows 
and carbon emissions 



4. Community Capacity Building 

• eXtension Community of Practice (Mary, 
Heidi) 

• Foundations of Practice series 

• FEMA project 

• Other 



5. Network Science as a Foundation 

• County migration, commuting networks 

• Stimulating rural partnerships, innovation 

• Local foods conference evaluation 

• 1890 capacity building grant 

1,000-4,999 

5,000-9,999 

Over 10,000 

Edge layer 

Vertex layer 

Over 200,000 

10,000-199,999 

1-99,999 



 
Research:   Extension: 
  
Dr. Cheryl Brown   Ms. A. Jenny Fertig 
Associate Professor   Program Leader  
West Virginia University  West Virginia State University 
  
Dr. Todd Gabe   Dr. Charlie French   
Associate Professor   Extension Associate Professor  
University of Maine   University of New Hampshire 
  
Dr. Kathleen Liang    Ms. Ginger Myers 
Associate Professor   Associate Agent   
University of Vermont  University of Maryland 
    
Dr. Jurgen Schwarz   Dr. Stephan L. Tubene  
Associate Professor   Associate Professor 
University of Maryland  University of Maryland 
 

Technical Advisory Committee 



 
Research:     Mr. William Woodrum 
Dr. Tom Brady   Associate Extension Director  
Dean and AES Director   West Virginia State University 
University of New Hampshire       
    Non Land Grant: 
Dr. Dyremple B. Marsh   Mr. J. Robert Frazee    
Dean and Director   CEO, MidAtlantic Farm Credit  
Delaware State University      
    Senator Marge Kilkelly   
Dr. Timothy Phipps   Eastern Regional Conference/   
Associate Dean & Associate Director  Council of State Governments 
West Virginia University      
    Private Foundation:  
Dr. Daniel Rossi    Mr. Sheldon R. Jones 
Executive Director, NERA   Vice President, Farm Foundation  
      
Extension:    Administrative: 
Dr. Dennis D. Calvin   Dr. Sally Maggard 
Acting Director of Extension  National Program Leader  
The Pennsylvania State University   USDA-NIFA    
       
Dr. Douglas Lantagne   Mr. Richard Reeder  
Extension Director   Economic Research Service   
University of Vermont   USDA 
       
Dr. Nick T. Place   Dr. Ann Tickamyer 
Associate Director AGNR    Department Head 
University of Maryland    The Pennsylvania  University  

Board of Directors 





Timeline of NERCRD Hosted (or co-sponsored) Webinars 

2010 2011 

Topics 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Local and Regional 

Foods Systems 

X X X 

Foundations of 

Practice, Level 1 

X X 

Foundations of 

Practice, Level 3 

X X X X 

Regional High-

lights Series 

X X X X X X X X X 

eXtension Entre-

preneurship Series 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

What Works!  X X X X 

Upcoming Webinars, Conference  



Other ways of engaging one 
another… 
• What is the most effective means of doing 

so? 

– Blog on our website 

– Facebook, NING or other social network forum 

– List serves 

– Conferences 

– Conference calls 

– Webinars 

– Other? 

 



Thank you! 
 

Questions? 



Upcoming Webinars 
2nd Friday of every month:  10:30 -11:30 am 

Fall 2010 

October  – Community Profiling & Capacity 
Assessments, Charlie French, UNH 

November  – Enhancement of Recent Immigration 
Population Front End Support Systems - Kathleen 
Liang, UVM 

December – The Small Farms Program, Stephan 
Tubene, University of Maryland, Eastern Shore 

Spring 2011 

Contact us to share your work!! 

 

  

 


