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7 Million Food-Insecure Consumers:
A D t D  CA Day-to-Day Concern



Increasing Reliance on Food from 
O t id  th  R i  (  C t )Outside the Region (or Country)

http://www.usgcrp.gov/usgcrp/Library/nationalassessment/images/NE.jpg



Inadequate Access in Food DesertsInadequate Access in Food Deserts



Concurrently – growth in Local Food 
( till ll ti  f t t l l )(still small proportion of total supply)

Markets
Farm standsFarm stands
CSA
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The Basic Question is this:The Basic Question is this:

Can regional supply chains Can regional supply chains 
provide healthy foods to low-
income consumers  at a price income consumers, at a price 

they can afford?
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Processing/Distribution

Access in Communities Farm-level Production



Objective 1. Assess current and potential 
community-level constraints and opportunities community level constraints and opportunities 
for improving access to regionally produced 
healthy food for people in disadvantaged y p p g
communities. 



At 9 sites in Northeast:

•Assess food access
S l   •Structural aspects to access

•Food basket comparison
C  b h i•Consumer behavior

Access in Communities



Sites Include:Sites Include

New York City Essex Co. VTNew York City 
Syracuse 
Baltimore 

Essex Co. VT
Sussex Co. DE 
Madison Co  NY Baltimore 

Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh 

Madison Co. NY 

Pittsburgh 
Charleston,WV



Objective 2. Identify and assess best food 
supply chain practices for underserved areas 
of the Northeast, compare site-specific, 
regional and global chains, and identify policy 
interventions  interventions. 



Processing/Distribution

•Case studies of regional supply chains
•Best practices for supply chainsBest practices for supply chains
•Foodshed and supply chain models
•Policy and scenario analysisPolicy and scenario analysis



Objective 3. Quantify the current and 
potential capacity of the urban and rural potential capacity of the urban and rural 
Northeast to produce food that meets 
consumer needs. 



•Baseline production
•Capacity (GIS and modelling)
•Where future production could occur

l  h•Climate change
•Land use changes

Farm-level Production



Project Director: 

Stephan J. Goetz, NERCRD and Penn State University

CO-PD/PIs: 

Alessandro Bonanno, Deno De Ciantis, and Clare Hinrichs: Penn State University 
K bi A k  Mi h l C d  d Ri h d Pl  C l bi  U i i  Kubi Ackerman, Michael Conard, and Richard Plunz: Columbia University 
Oliver Gao and Miguel I. Gómez: Cornell University 
Carol Giesecke: Delaware State University 
Kate Clancy and Anne Palmer: Johns Hopkins School of Public Health Kate Clancy and Anne Palmer  Johns Hopkins School of Public Health 
Kathryn Ruhf: Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group
Tim Griffin and Chris Peters: Tufts University 
Linda Berlin: University of Vermont 
D id Fl ish : USDA ARS  B lts ill  MD David Fleisher: USDA-ARS, Beltsville, MD 
Robert Larkin: USDA-ARS, Orono, ME 
Patrick Canning: USDA-ERS, Washington, DC 
Kate Alie: West Virginia State Universityg y




