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Why Partnerships?

Changing Extension Landscape
•Reduction in funds
•Reduction in staff
•Changing mindsets

Why Partner?
•Value that Extension (and the partner) bring to the project
•Leverage they bring (funding, audience, marketing, stakeholders, etc.)
•They can make a difference 



Things to Consider
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Huntingdon County Active 
Transportation Committee

• The EADS Group
• Penn State Extension
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Need for the Program?

• Making walking and biking safer and more convenient can help 
residents interact socially, improve local economies and public 
health, and reduce air pollution (WalkWorks(pa.gov))

• Identified need for improved non-motorized transportation 
options; formed Active Transportation Committee (ATC)

• ATC fosters healthier communities and improves the health of all 
residents and visitors, while also creating a Unified Vision



Purpose:

The purpose of the Active Transportation Committee (ATC) and the 
Active Transportation Plan (ATP) is to enhance the safety, accessibility, 
and ease of active transportation modes in Huntingdon County, 
promoting healthier communities and increasing residents' overall 
health. By raising awareness, evaluating conditions, and advocating 
locally, the ATC and ATP seek to expand access and opportunities for 
walking, biking, wheeling, and paddling sports, encouraging community 
involvement in the planning process.



Inputs

1) Early capacity-building and assistance in grant seeking for creating 
plans

2) Funding through a PA WalkWorks grant through the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health acquired

3) Stakeholder and shareholder identification, engagement and co-
creation networks 

4) Collaboration between Huntingdon County Commissioners, 
Huntingdon County Active Transportation Committee, Penn State 
Extension, and consultants The EADS Group and UpStreet
Architects, Inc.

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/WalkWorks.aspx


Inputs

5) Penn State Extension online survey and interactive map data 
collection guidance and platform(s)

6) Assistance with data analysis
7) Penn State Extension public meeting facilitation and Planners 

Charette curriculum



Outputs

1) Seek adoption of the Huntingdon County Active Transportation Plan
a. Directly addresses transportation equity
b. Structured to support health improvement
c. May support economic mobility

2) Provide a framework for supporting the co-construction of at least 
two additional transportation plans for other communities



Intended Outcomes
• The Huntingdon County Commissioners adopt the Huntingdon County Active Transportation Plan 

by resolution by September 12, 2023 -- https://www.huntingdoncounty.net/getmedia/809d0c6f-
8988-411b-b400- 0f983f66fe9e/Huntingdon-County-Active-Transportation-Plan_Final_Adopted-
9_12_23.pdf . 

• The Plan provides transportation equity by considering the needs and impacts of projects in low-
income census tract and block groups, connects walking and bicycling networks, leverages 
partnerships by engaging key stakeholders in the process, improves public health through 
education and increases economic mobility by allowing for non-motorized transportation 
enhancements throughout the County’s boroughs and townships. 

• The Plan will support the development of land use plans and policies at the County level that will 
allow for the development of activity-friendly, non-motorized routes connecting to everyday 
destinations.

https://www.huntingdoncounty.net/getmedia/809d0c6f-8988-411b-b400-%200f983f66fe9e/Huntingdon-County-Active-Transportation-Plan_Final_Adopted-9_12_23.pdf
https://www.huntingdoncounty.net/getmedia/809d0c6f-8988-411b-b400-%200f983f66fe9e/Huntingdon-County-Active-Transportation-Plan_Final_Adopted-9_12_23.pdf
https://www.huntingdoncounty.net/getmedia/809d0c6f-8988-411b-b400-%200f983f66fe9e/Huntingdon-County-Active-Transportation-Plan_Final_Adopted-9_12_23.pdf


   

Actual Outcomes (so far)
Huntingdon County -- Active Transportation Plan
• Following its adoption as a stand-alone plan, the Huntingdon County Commissioners took the additional 

steps - including legal advertisements and a public hearing and comment period - to officially adopt the 
Huntingdon County Active Transportation Plan as part of the County's Comprehensive Plan. The distinction 
elevates the recommendations of the plan to being considered in all subdivision, land-use, development 
and transportation plan reviews by the Huntingdon County Planning Commission. The County 
Commissioners adopted a resolution adding the plan to the County Comprehensive Plan on January 16, 2024.

• Multiple municipal governments in the county have also adopted the plan as part of their own 
comprehensive plans.

• Also, at the same Commissioners' meeting, where the plan was added to the Comprehensive Plan, the County 
Government adopted an official charter for the Active Transportation Committee. Since the plan's adoption, 
county residents have been more engaged in the work of the Active Transportation Committee, with 
multiple members of the general public attending meetings and providing valuable comments on the 
committee's work.

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/d-s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


   

Actual Outcomes (so far)
Huntingdon County -- Active Transportation Plan

• The Huntingdon County Planning Commission reviewed a residential 
subdivision plan in a targeted Lifeways Corridor area, aiming to 
connect residents to essential services. The proposed subdivision was 
overlaid on a legacy trail used by locals to access nearby stores.

• Despite the developer not being required to provide sidewalks per 
municipal regulations, the Commission recommended adding 
sidewalks and a pedestrian right-of-way to preserve neighborhood 
access to commercial areas, pointing to that need as identified in the 
ATP.

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/d-s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


Why this program demonstrates 
uniqueness and innovation:

• Co-creative outcomes with resident and citizen involvement

• Penn State Extension’s facilitation and engagement with shareholders and 
wider stakeholder populations

• The interdependence of research-based design and practice-based experience--
the goal being to plan and implement projects and practices with communities, 
not just for them.



Why this program demonstrates 
uniqueness and innovation:

• Penn State Extension’s engagement and 
partnering to create these sorts of plans has
generated over $50,000 in cost recovery 
funds for Extension during the past five years 
and relationship-building for additional 
programming in the future.



Timeline

Extension involvement with ATP creation

2017-2019

Task force created in Scottdale --
identifies need for transportation 
improvements, creates an action 
item/goal for leaders to implement

2019

PA Walkworks funding acquired for 
first rural, small community, active 
transportation plan for Scottdale-
Smithton boroughs, jointly

2020

Active Transportation Plan created and 
adopted by both Scottdale and Smithton 
along with accompanying complete 
streets policies

2021

Verona Borough acquires funding 
for small urban community active 
transportation plan

2021

Susquehanna Depot Borough acquires 
funding for another small rural 
community active transportation plan

2022

Verona and Susquehanna 
Depot ATP’s adopted by 
municipal governments



Timeline

Extension involvement with PA ATP creation

2022

Delmont Borough receives funding to 
create an ATP after 5 years of 
community leader capacity-building by 
Penn State Extension

2022
City of Monongahela receives ATP 
funding, while Extension facilitates 
meetings for creation of 
collaboration among otherwise 
disconnected community groups

2022

Huntingdon County acquires 
funding for a county-wide ATP and 
seeks assistance from Extension 
and its partnered consultants

2023

Delmont Plan Adopted

2023

Monongahela Plan 
Adopted

2023

Huntingdon County Plan adopted 
and used as an amendment of 
the county comprehensive plan. 
Plan used to negotiate with 
developers for better connectivity.



Timeline

Extension involvement with ATP creation

2024

Monongahela uses the plan as a tool to 
foster discussion and renewed 
collaboration among community groups; 
completes new sidewalks connecting a 
school with neighborhoods

2024

Delmont uses plan to acquire a donation of land for 
trail connection and parklet by its historic 1818 
watering trough and Northern Turnpike stagecoach 
stop.  Seeks and is awarded additional $20,000 
funding to connect with an adjacent regional trail, 
using private land donation as match funding.

2024

Huntingdon County 
engages/partners with 
local municipalities to take 
implementation steps

2024

Verona Borough councilwoman receives national 
recognition from Smart Growth America for 
implementing her community’s 2022 plan.  Borough 
receives federal funding for implementation. This 
community initiative is selected for presentation at 
the 2025 national Main Street Now conference.

2025

Historic Vandergrift Borough seeks 
grant funding in 2024 with Extension 
assistance and is awarded $33,000 
in funding for the creation of its own 
active transportation plan

2025

Westmoreland County seat, 
City of Greensburg, creates an 
active transportation plan and 
seeks Extension service on the 
planning steering committee.



https://pixabay.com/photos/hands-heart-red-paint-heart-shape-1846428/Pexels

Engagement 
Goals

Source: https://www.iap2.org/page/pillars
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.iap2.org/resource/resmgr/pillars/Spectrum_8.5x11_Print.pdf

https://www.iap2.org/page/pillars
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.iap2.org/resource/resmgr/pillars/Spectrum_8.5x11_Print.pdf


https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox/establishing-your-engagement-goals

Establishing Your Engagement Goals

https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox/establishing-your-engagement-goals


Which parts of the IAP2 Spectrum do you see 
demonstrated in the catalyzation and creation of 

these active transportation plans?



https://smartgrowthpa.org/scottdale-smithton-smithton-scottdale-active-transportation-plan-and-complete-streets-policy/

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs
/WalkWorks/Pages/Locations.aspx

https://smartgrowthpa.org/scottdale/

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iktst2xA8zhAisnrpOUqA22IODRwftNr/view?usp=sharing
https://smartgrowthpa.org/scottdale-smithton-smithton-scottdale-active-transportation-plan-and-complete-streets-policy/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QOPs7jW1D4yTv9LZXvIgEyFdjzVx1xmw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JPBXvD_ZPlIOurOY3AljZOf5A5-W3EUn/view?usp=sharing
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/sd571f84c7da84bff8f991f98d7539034
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s0d30f0fc573d4b50a4cf9a0669359c1a
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/Locations.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/Locations.aspx
https://smartgrowthpa.org/scottdale/


https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/Locations.aspx

• https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/sf8d7c23198e14
cd1b9c9295802515770 Delmont

• https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s2dc350106f3e4
f8aa3a1a2b318027a32 Monongahela 

• https://padowntown.sharefile.com/public/share/web-
s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Huntingdon

• https://smartgrowthpa.org/delmont/ Delmont Plan History

https://www.huntingdoncounty.net/departments/planning-and-
development/transportation/trails-and-planning-efforts

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/Locations.aspx
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s2dc350106f3e4f8aa3a1a2b318027a32
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/public/share/web-s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s2dc350106f3e4f8aa3a1a2b318027a32
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s2dc350106f3e4f8aa3a1a2b318027a32
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s2dc350106f3e4f8aa3a1a2b318027a32
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s2dc350106f3e4f8aa3a1a2b318027a32
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/public/share/web-s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/public/share/web-s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0
https://smartgrowthpa.org/delmont/
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s2dc350106f3e4f8aa3a1a2b318027a32
https://www.huntingdoncounty.net/departments/planning-and-development/transportation/trails-and-planning-efforts
https://www.huntingdoncounty.net/departments/planning-and-development/transportation/trails-and-planning-efforts


Food, Families,
and CommunitiesJohn Turack – Extension Program Specialist

Photo Credit: John Turack

Leadership and Community Vitality

Active Transportation Planning (ATP) Continues to Bear Fruit

Extension's Smart Growth partnered program has been leading efforts to improve active transportation networks throughout Westmoreland County in sync 
with Reimagining Our Westmoreland core objectives: 

• Vandergrift capacity-building technical assistance yields $33,000 awarded in 2024 for new ATP creation
• Fayette County planners utilize the Smithton-Scottdale ATP to further GAP connector plans linking a new placemaking, visitor-destination bridge 

project in Connellsville to Southern Westmoreland County communities via a federal RAISE grant application
• Friends of Norwin Trails has begun visioning for making Irwin the hub of a new local connector trail network among 3 municipalities
• Delmont Visionary Committee acquires trail easement donation and $10,000 ATPimplementation/construction plus $40,000 planning grants
• Latrobe Community Revitalization seeks Extension assistance to improve the community sidewalks network
• City of Greensburg adds Extension staff to its Active Transportation Plan creation steering committee as technical assistance

https://smartgrowthpa.org/projects/
https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/654/Comprehensive-Plan
https://www.tclf.org/vandergrift-town-plan
https://smartgrowthpa.org/scottdale-smithton-smithton-scottdale-active-transportation-plan-and-complete-streets-policy/
https://www.norwintrails.org/
https://smartgrowthpa.org/delmont/


This new 
Delmont trail 

connection is one 
example of a 

community and 
volunteer-led project 

successfully 
completed.

Food, Families,
and CommunitiesJohn Turack – Extension Program Specialist

Westmoreland County Redevelopment Authority & Land Bank (RA/LB ) is poised to demolish nearly 600 blighted properties 
across the county over the coming years. While this presents a tremendous opportunity for redevelopment, it also creates a 
critical need for responsible and sustainable future planning -- followed by skilled project management.  
In collaboration with Penn State Extension, the RA/LB is planning a one-day, intensive workshop designed to be a hands-
on learning experience that will provide attendees with the skills needed to envision and successfully manage community-
focused development projects. The program will empower residents to take ownership of their communities, foster 
collaboration and ultimately ensure that the removal of blight leads to lasting positive change.
During the workshop -- and every day throughout the year -- facilitators and experts from Penn State Extension's 
Leadership and Community Vitality Team offer valuable guidance on project planning, fundraising, volunteer 
recruitment/retainment, and project management fundamentals. 

Leadership and Community Vitality

Delmont completes first phase of many envisioned ATP* connection projects

Photo Credit: John Turack *Active Transportation Plan

https://www.delmontboro.com/active-transportation-plan/

Community Connectivity at the Crossroads:
The Delmont Borough Active Transportation Plan

https://delmont1.wixsite.com/delmontvisionarycomm
https://www.delmontboro.com/active-transportation-plan/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:fd9056e5-7ccf-34f4-893f-f014fa12f20e
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:fd9056e5-7ccf-34f4-893f-f014fa12f20e


“I want to attend 
additional grant 
writing trainings 
that Penn State 

Extension offers!”

Aleesha Kelly, 
Project Leader

As follow-up to the Westmoreland County Redevelopment Authority and Land Bank's Successfully Managing Community 
Development Projects workshop on October 25, instructed by Penn State Extension, the Vandergrift Improvement Program has 
submitted application for a Revitalizing Westmoreland $30,000 grant leveraging the creation of a $30,000 Active Transportation 
Plan (ATP), also in progress.

Vandergrift Improvement Program's McKinley Avenue Improvement Project, in conjunction with the ATP, will enhance the quality 
of life for residents, support local businesses, and foster a sense of pride in the community. The revitalization of this connecting 
throughway is a key part of Vandergrift’s future ATP, strengthening community connectivity to other public spaces and making 
the town more walkable and accessible. The synergy between the ATP and this McKinley Avenue project reinforces the 
importance of sustainable, pedestrian-friendly infrastructure throughout Vandergrift. The positive impact extends beyond just
the avenue, motivating future projects focused on walkability, safety, and community engagement.

Food, Families,
and CommunitiesJohn Turack – Extension Program Specialist 

Leadership and Community Vitality

McKinley Avenue Improvement Project -- Grant Writing Technical Assistance

Photo Credit: Aleesha Kelly, Project Leader



What are Community Capitals?

 An approach to analyze
communities and community 
development efforts from a 
systems perspective.

Source: Emery, M., S. Fey, and C.B. Flora, 2006. “Using Community Capitals to Build Assets for Positive Community Change.” CD Practice 13. Community Development Society. http://www.comm-
dev.org/ publications/cd-practice | Picture Source: Linda Falcone

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.comm-dev.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cptw3%40psu.edu%7C646d883b90134b806fa208dc54d4b067%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C638478519712328100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GgRhtDtgyEdXFXfXq1kc6pA75%2BuJJxLwNJOe25e3WXM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.comm-dev.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cptw3%40psu.edu%7C646d883b90134b806fa208dc54d4b067%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C638478519712328100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GgRhtDtgyEdXFXfXq1kc6pA75%2BuJJxLwNJOe25e3WXM%3D&reserved=0


Community Capitals Framework for Planning

Natural Cultural Human Social

Political Financial Built



How many community capitals can you identify as 
having been improved because of Extension’s 
engagement during the catalyzing and creation 

of these Active Transportation Plans?



   

Engagement (Plan 
Outcomes Reporting)

John Turack worked with Verona Councilwoman Trish-Hredzak-Showalter to create a PA WalkWorks application for 
the Active Transportation Plan funding that Extension-partnered Active Transportation Plan consultants then 
created for/with Extension educators and Verona leaders in 2021-2022: 
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/Locations.aspx Verona Borough Active Transportation Plan 

Trish’s recent Facebook post demonstrates some of the ripples of outcomes from Extension work in 2021 with 
community leaders and professionals in building Verona’s capacity to not only plan, but also to take steps to 
implement the plan that was created. 
https://www.facebook.com/trish.hredzakshowalter/posts/pfbid02N47e6S2jKp7fDo9oeifR88adyJjYJJmd32o6rWRg
CkaLJ89iiWZxQFEQKqQu3T53l?comment_id=1189066009122721&notif_id=1717004782798150&notif_t=feedb
ack_reaction_generic&ref=notif

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/Locations.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/trish.hredzakshowalter/posts/pfbid02N47e6S2jKp7fDo9oeifR88adyJjYJJmd32o6rWRgCkaLJ89iiWZxQFEQKqQu3T53l?comment_id=1189066009122721&notif_id=1717004782798150&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic&ref=notif
https://www.facebook.com/trish.hredzakshowalter/posts/pfbid02N47e6S2jKp7fDo9oeifR88adyJjYJJmd32o6rWRgCkaLJ89iiWZxQFEQKqQu3T53l?comment_id=1189066009122721&notif_id=1717004782798150&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic&ref=notif
https://www.facebook.com/trish.hredzakshowalter/posts/pfbid02N47e6S2jKp7fDo9oeifR88adyJjYJJmd32o6rWRgCkaLJ89iiWZxQFEQKqQu3T53l?comment_id=1189066009122721&notif_id=1717004782798150&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic&ref=notif


   
What Community Capitals do you see improved below?

Engagement (Plan 
Outcomes Reporting)

Verona
Trish Hredzak-Showalter is at National Association of Realtors Building.  Washington D.C. 
· “Probably no one is born an active transportation enthusiast, but once you see it, you just can't unsee it. It merges so many of my interests, so just humor me as I geek 
out about my untraditional hobby for a minute ... Last week I was honored & thrilled to represent Verona Borough at Smart Growth America's Alumni Champions 
Convening in Washington, DC. ("CD" - as Winnie originally called it!) I was awarded a stipend to attend (so no taxpayer dollars were used), and it was the culmination of 
my proud participation in the 3rd of 4, or the 2022 - 2023 class of the Champions Institute. During the Institute 15 of us locally elected officials from various sized 
communities across the nation were brought together to envision better connected, economically vibrant, more equitable, and healthier communities based on "Smart 
Growth" - the encompassing and implementation of Complete Streets/multi-modal projects https://smartgrowthamerica.org/the-champions-institute.../. Last week in 
two full days not only did we get to connect in person with our cohort, but we had the opportunity to meet with members of the cohorts from all 4 years, which was 
expanded to include state representatives! (Hi, State Representative Kate Farrar!) Along the way we also heard from the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) 
staff, traffic engineers, grassroots activists, the CDC, Congressional Rep. Jake Auchincloss, placemaking consultants and more! I soaked up the ideas like a sponge, 
and am excited to apply my newfound knowledge and heightened enthusiasm for active transportation back home. We were furthermore delighted that our 
Congressional Rep Chris Deluzio was available to meet with us while we were there, so our family came to his office and also to a tour of the Capitol building (Daniel 
Showalter's suggestion). We planted the seeds for help with our active transportation projects, rebuilding our police department, improving our riverfront and access, 
and making an even bigger playground at Verner (Winnie). Winnie also put a pin on his office map for Verona, and gave a report on her visit to DC to her first grade 
class which also included some of the Smithsonians. We were home in time to mark Memorial Day in Verona which always includes a very special annual parade and 
traditional ceremony to honor our country and all that have served and whom we have lost. I am so very grateful for this past week, and also happy to go on on about 
this to anyone who is interested in hearing more, just message me! What a week!!!”



Detailed sections of two of the plans 
follow for reference.



https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page 2

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page 3

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page5

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page 6

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page 7

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page 8

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page 9

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page 13

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page 36

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page 48

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0 Page 53

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/s8ac1413106424df09a05ab89706f7de0


Walking Tour in Delmont as Public Engagement
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/sf8d7c23198e14cd1b9c9295802515770

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/sf8d7c23198e14cd1b9c9295802515770 Page 10 

https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/sf8d7c23198e14cd1b9c9295802515770
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/share/view/sf8d7c23198e14cd1b9c9295802515770


Delmont Survey and Interactive Map as Engagement in collaboration with MPO/LDD
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Delmont Walking tour to Identify Challenges
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Delmont Product – Prioritized Routes for Enhancements
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Implications and Recommendations for Practice
• The benefits of resident and citizen engagement in planning 

processes are well documented but not widely accepted 
among all community leaders and all accredited 
trade/industry professionals.

• Penn State Extension’s work as embedded partners in 
Pennsylvania's active transportation planned communities --
using tools of deep engagement that Extension 
professionals and its partners co-create -- serves as a 
demonstration of the effectiveness of engaging all 
stakeholders and shareholders for collective impact and 
solid, lasting results. 

• The demonstration is now being replicated. Pennsylvania 
Department of Health subsequently awarded another 
community, Vandergrift, funding and capacity-building 
technical assistance of$33,000 in 2024 for the creation of 
that community’s ATP. 

“My heartfelt thanks... it has 
been a fulfilling experience 
working with the group to pull 
this together.” - Cindi Conti, 
Vandergrift project leader. 

The implication is clear --
Extension research and 
education programs are best 
applied with communities, not 
simply for or to communities. 



Learn more about the implementation of 
active transportation plans in  Pennsylvania

Recorded Penn State Extension webinar session. November 20, 2024 –

Local Community Implementation of Active Transportation Plans
https://extension.psu.edu/land-use-webinar

• Recording: 
https://psu.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/Implementation+of+Active+Transportation+Plans+land+use+webinar+/1_fyw11h9x

• Presentation PDF’s:
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:26858512-e15c-49bc-9640-b3567c841074 Verona
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:9717d764-794a-4f90-94bd-ace29c14b2fd Huntingdon County

https://extension.psu.edu/land-use-webinar
https://psu.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/Implementation+of+Active+Transportation+Plans+land+use+webinar+/1_fyw11h9x
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:26858512-e15c-49bc-9640-b3567c841074
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:9717d764-794a-4f90-94bd-ace29c14b2fd


   

Engagement --
Plan Outcomes Reporting

• https://smartgrowthpa.org/scottdale/
• https://smartgrowthpa.org/scottdale-smithton-smithton-scottdale-active-transportation-plan-

and-complete-streets-policy/
• Verona Borough Active Transportation Plan
• Susquehanna Depot Borough Active Transportation Plan
• https://smartgrowthpa.org/delmont/
• https://www.huntingdoncounty.net/departments/planning-and-

development/transportation/trails-and-planning-efforts

Links to the plans and their stories:

https://smartgrowthpa.org/scottdale/
https://smartgrowthpa.org/scottdale-smithton-smithton-scottdale-active-transportation-plan-and-complete-streets-policy/
https://smartgrowthpa.org/scottdale-smithton-smithton-scottdale-active-transportation-plan-and-complete-streets-policy/
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/d-sd571f84c7da84bff8f991f98d7539034
https://padowntown.sharefile.com/d-s0d30f0fc573d4b50a4cf9a0669359c1a
https://smartgrowthpa.org/delmont/
https://www.huntingdoncounty.net/departments/planning-and-development/transportation/trails-and-planning-efforts
https://www.huntingdoncounty.net/departments/planning-and-development/transportation/trails-and-planning-efforts
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Resources,Worksheets, and Additional 
Information

 Community Engagement for Collective Action: A Handbook for Practitioners (Print version) 
https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement- toolbox/about/community-engagement-for-
collective-action

 Community Toolbox- The University of Kansas

 Engagement Toolbox — Department of Agricultural Economics, Sociology, and Education (psu.edu)

 Resource Guide on Public Engagement (NCDD) NCDD2010 Resource Guide - Web Distributable
Version.indd

 Stakeholder Engagement Guidebook | Learn stakeholder engagement | Penn State University (psu.edu)
Also includes downloadable print version

https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox/about/community-engagement-for-collective-action
https://ctb.ku.edu/en
https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox
https://www.ncdd.org/uploads/1/3/5/5/135559674/ncdd2010_resource_guide.pdf
https://sites.psu.edu/engagementguide/


Sources –

• Community Engagement For Taking Action - A Handbook for Practitioners; 
o Penn State College of Agriculture - https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-

toolbox/facilitation/facilitation-tools/tools-and-strategies

o https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox/about/community-engagement-
for-collective-action

• Source: Bassler, Brasier, Fogle and Taverno (2008) ‘Developing Effective Citizen 
Engagement: A How-to Guide for Community Leaders .’ Center for Rural America, 2008 . 
http://www .rural .palegislature .us/Effective_Citizen_Engagement .pdfSource: National 
Coalition for

• Dialogue and Deliberation (NCD), International Association for Public Participation 
(IAP2), and the Co-Intelligence Institute, 2009 . “Core Principles for Public Engagement .” 
http://ncdd .org/rc/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/PEPfinal-expanded .pdf

Penn State College of Agriculture

https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox/facilitation/facilitation-tools/tools-and-strategies
https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox/facilitation/facilitation-tools/tools-and-strategies
https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox/about/community-engagement-for-collective-action
https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox/about/community-engagement-for-collective-action
http://ncdd/
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Questions?

 



The University is committed to equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and employment 
for all persons. It is the policy of the University to maintain an environment free of harassment and 

free of discrimination against any person because of age, race, color, ancestry, national origin, 
religion, creed, service in the uniformed services (as defined in state and federal law), veteran 

status, sex, sexual orientation, marital or family status, pregnancy, pregnancy-related conditions, 
physical or mental disability, gender, perceived gender, gender identity, genetic information, or 

political ideas. Discriminatory conduct and harassment, as well as sexual misconduct and 
relationship violence, violates the dignity of individuals, impedes the realization of the University’s 
educational mission, and will not be tolerated. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination 
policy to the Affirmative Action Office, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Boucke Building, 

University Park, PA 16802-5901, Email: aao@psu.edu, Tel 814-863-0471.

Affirmative Action Statement



This presentation, including its text, graphics, and images 
("Content"), is for educational purposes only; it is not intended 

to be a substitute for veterinary medical advice,
diagnosis, or treatment. 

Always seek the advice of a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine or other licensed certified veterinary medical 

professional with any questions you may have regarding a 
veterinary medical condition or symptom.

Disclaimer for Animal-Related Content
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