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@ Advancing Agritourism

Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development

Overview

Agritourism is an opportunity for rural communities and farm operators
to benefit from the growing consumer interest in on-farm experiences.
NERCRD engages in several research and outreach efforts aimed at
making this opportunity more accessible.

Selected Impacts

A study led by NERCRD researchers found that the availability and adoption of high-speed
broadband boosts the number of farms offering agritourism activities. They found that, on
average, U.S. counties that adopted broadband speeds one megabit per second above the
national average in 2012 had about 5% more agritourism operations in 2017 than counties
that stayed at or below the national average speed. htips://bit.ly/4715r56

The researchers also found that agritourism and direct farm sales complement one another
when they occur within the same community. These findings could help farmers and the local
organizations that support them plan more strategically for farm resilience and growth. Learn
more at: https://bit.ly/3yHXNUp

Additional Resources

Agritourism in the United States: State and National fact sheets, available at:
https://bit.ly/agritourism-factsheets

NERCRD data briefs on agritourism and direct sales, available at: https://bit.ly/4c66L)e
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International Workshop on Agritourism 2022 Conference Proceedings:

Twenty-seven papers from the 2022 International Workshop on Agritourism. Papers on policy,
success factors, case studies, and education for farmers. Available at: https://bit.ly/440532p
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